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Abstract 

Exploitation and suppression became the cause of the uprising of nationalist movement of 

exploited and suppressed nation. The Baloch national movement also the example of said 

actions which were adopted by ruling elite of Pakistani state.  Ethno nationalist movements 

are continuous threat for
7
the integrity of Pakistan. Pakistan broke in 1971 in the result of 

Bengali National movement. It is suffering from the Baloch and Sindhi nationalist 

movements. Baloch nationalist movement poses serious threat to the integrity of Pakistan. 

The purpose of this study is to examine the real causes of the insurgency and to find out the 

permanent solution of the problem.  
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Introduction: 

Geography and Demography: Baloch are settled in Balochistan from the centuries. 

Balochistan is the historical land of Balochs, now it is divided into three parts one part 

is the southwestern province of Pakistan, The Sistani province of Iran also Balochistan 

it is in the east of the country, the third one is located in the south and south west of 

Afghanistan.  

 The area of Pakistani Balochistan is 347,190 square km (. Population Census 1981) 

Balochistan is a largest province of Pakistan and bigger than UK (Shah, 2008, p 51). 

Balochistan covers more than 43% of the total area of the country, (Baloch, 2006, p 

266) but its population is not more than 7 % of the total population of Pakistan. It is 

divided into 30 districts. Queeta is the capital of the province. 
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Balochistan is the important province of Pakistan due to near the international route of 

marine with 670 miles long coastline. (Baloch, 200, p 266)  

The boundaries of Balochistan are related with Iran in west and in North West it is with 

Afghanistan. Khyber PushtoonKhawa is in the north east location. The east boundaries 

of province are related with the Pakistani province of Punjab and Sindh.  

Balochistan economy depends on natural resources, fisheries and agriculture and also 

some industries. 

In the resources natural Gas known as a Sui Gas, copper, gold and coal mines are the 

important. Fisheries also the major factor of the economy of the province due to large 

costal area in south of the province.  

An industrial hub adjourned with Karachi is playing a major role in the economy of 

province.  

Nasirabad division of the province is the agriculture producer region of the province. 

The land of the cultivated due to Patfeder and Khirthar canal which are from river of 

Sindh.   

Ethnically Balochistan is divided into Baloch, Brahui, and Pashto, Punjabi, Siraiki 

Sindhi, Hazaragai and Urdu (migrated from India) peoples. Baloch speaking is in 

majority it is more than 55% of the total population, the second number of Pashto 

speaking it is 30%.  The majority of the Brahui, Siraiki and Sindhi speaking people 

integrated with Balochs, and they supporting Baloch Nationalist movement.  

Irani Balochistan province Sistan-Balochistan is located in east of the country with the 

border of Pakistan.  Zahidan city is capital of the province. Bndar Abbas is also locatd 

in Baloch area. Baloch province is the largest province of Iran, with an area of 181,785 

km, (Balochonline) Its population is more than of 4.1 million. (balochonline)  

Afghan Balochistan is consists of Nimroz, south of Helmand, Kandaharand south-west 

of Farah province It is located with the border area of Pakistani Balochistan. The area 

Baloch is approximately (70,000 km).( cisdnetwork.org/wordpress/wp    )Its population 

is about 800,000  (cisdnetwork.org/wordpress/wp.) 

 Balochistan is poorest province of Pakistan despite being rich in natural resources. 

Literacy level is deplorable and people of the region are deprived of basic needs of 

living.   
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History: 

British ruler influenced on Balochistan in 1884 and formed a buffer zone to it between 

Russia and itself. Before that Khan of Kalat promised to sage passage to British from 

Balochistan to Afghanistan. But Khan could not do it due to the activities of anti -British 

tribes and militants.  

“British ceded the western part of the territory (Now Sistan –o-Balochistan province) to 

Iran and northern part to Afghanistan. Part of the remaining area became „British 

Balochistan‟ and remainder was divided into the Khanate of kalat and three 

principalities.” (C.Christine Fair 1012, Harrison 1981)   

Khan of Kalat Mir Ahmed Yar Khan declared independence as compare to other 

princely states. Pakistan did not accept the independence of Balochistan and forcibly 

annexed Balochistan with Pakistan. Pakistan‟s Governor general Mohammad Ali Jinnah 

established advisory council to rum the matter of province under his direct oversight. 

(Khan, 2009) So Balochistan was a commissionerate province from 1948 to 1955 under 

the commissioner of Queeta. 

In 1955 all provinces of West Pakistan amalgamated into one province under the 

scheme of One Unit as West Pakistan. The identification of Balochistan was 

demolished including Sindh, Punjab and NWFP. 

After the struggle of the people of Sindh, NWFP and Balochistan for the restoration of 

their provinces, Yahya Khan restored the former provinces of West Pakistan.   

First elected government formed in Balochistan after the annexation to Pakistan.  

Baloch Nationalist leader Attaullah Mengal became the Chief Minister of the province. 

First elected government of Balochistan dismissed by ZA Bhutto and governor rule was 

imposed. 

 Baloch reacted and launched armed struggle, it continued till the end of Bhutto rule.  

General Zia announced amnesty for all and Baloch militants, so no movement seen in 

Balochistan from 1977 to 2003. The present uprising was started from 2003 and it is 

continuing yet. 

Conflict: 

“Balochistan crisis, like the Kashmir conflict stems from the British management of the area 

and ultimate hasty disengagement as it abandoned its empire” (C.Christine fair 2012)   
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Under the British rule Kalat Parliament passed the resolution on 11
th

 August 1947 in the 

support of independent Balochistan. (Yousif Masti Khan 2012). The conflict started between 

Pakistan and Balochs when Pakistan annexed Balochistan by force on 29 March 1948. 

(Baloch, 2006, P, 264). Mohammad Ali Jinnah pressurized to Khan of Kalat to accessed 

Pakistan, the Khan of Kalat was forced to sign the document of accession in Karachi in 

March 1948, even though he had no mandate to do so from his people. (Rahman, 2005) The 

forceful merger of Balochistan with Pakistan was the first contradiction of Baloch with 

Pakistan‟s ruling class. (Adil, 2006) 

After the annexation Baloch people revolted against the rule of Pakistan under the leadership 

of Prince Abdul Karim, the brother of Khan of Kalat. (Ahmed, 1988, p 51)) It was first 

Baloch resistance. The political parties such as Kalat State Nationalist Party (KSNP), which 

was banned by Central Government of Pakistan in 1948.(Amin,1993, p 94) Baloch League 

and Baloch Nationalist workers Party supported independent Balochistan. The fighting was 

continuing till the arrest of Abdul Karim in 1950.  

The second time armed clash upraised when separate status of Balochistan was abolished 

with the imposition of One Unit in 1955. Khan of Kalat opposed the decision. (Khan, 

1997)Mir Nowrez Khan Baloch revolted against the decision and started the Guerrilla war. 

Baloch felt that the one unit scheme turns Baloch into minority.  

Baloch went into mountains and fought against Pakistan military under the command of 

Nourez Khan.  Nowrez Khan and his comrades were surrender when Pakistan authorities 

dialogued with them and swear on Quran the holy book of Muslims that if they down the 

weapon that no action would be taken against them, but when Nourez Khan and his comrades 

came down from mountains they were arrested in case of treason. The five relative of 

Nowrez Khan including his son were hanged in July 1960 and he himself was died in Kohalu 

Jail in 1964. (baask.com) 

In 1963 Government of Pakistan decided to build a new military based in the conflicting 

areas. Baloch took it against them and opposed the constructions of cantonment. They took 

arms in the protest. This time guerrilla warfare was started by General Sherof Ails Sher 

Muhammad Baloch. The other likeminded Baloch also supported him. The insurgency and 

acts of Baloch Guerrilla war was continued till the announcement of the abolishing the One 

Unit by General Mohammad Yahya Khan. The announcement of the restoration of the 
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former provinces of Pakistan including Balochistan reduced the tension and third insurgency 

of Baloch was ended.  

After the dissolution of One Unit and restoration of the provinces, Balochistan also declared 

as a federal unit. First general elections were held in 1970; Awami League won the majority 

seats of National Assembly. In Balochistan, National Awami Party won the majority seats. 

The result of general elections did not accept army rulers and power was not transferred to 

the elected representatives. Winning party, Awami League launched the movement for the 

transferred of power. The demands of the League were not fulfilled and leader of the League 

Sheikh Mujeeb was arrested in the case of treason. After the arrest of Mujeeb, agitation was 

launched by the Bengalis. Military operation started against the agitators, hundreds were 

killed and thousands of people migrated to India. India attacked Pakistan, and East Pakistan 

was separated in December 1971. 

The political power transferred to PPP leader Zulfiquar Ali Bhutto. He became Chief Martial 

Law Administrator, President and later Prime Minister of Pakistan.  PPP secured the majority 

seats of national assembly in the general elections of 1970. 

Atta Ullah Mengal became the Chief Minister of Balochistan. He took the steps for the 

betterment of Baloch People. He decided to transfer the non- Baloch from Balochistan to 

their native provinces. But it was not like by the federal government of PPP. The differences 

increased between National Awami Party (NAP) and ZA Bhutto. In February 1973, Pakistan 

government captured ammunition from Iraqi embassy. Pakistan agencies claimed that it was 

for the Baloch insurgent. In this case Bhutto dismissed the Balochistan government and 

imposed the governor rule. The case of treason was registered against Atta Ullah Mengal, 

Nawab Khair Bakhsh Marri and others. It was a big drama of central government against 

Baloch Leadership.(Harrison,1981) A large numbers of Marri and Mengal tribesmen started 

the guerrilla war under the leadership of Nawab Khair Bakhsh Mari on the plate form of 

Balochistan People‟s Liberation Front (BPLF). Mir Hazar Ramkhani led the parari against 

the Pakistan Army. In the war between Baloch Guerrila‟s and Pakistan Army thousands of 

Baloch and Pakistan Army soldiers were killed. Thousands of Baloch migrated to 

Afghanistan. The situation was worst till Bhutto ousted from power by General Mohammad 

Zia-ul- Haq in July 1977.  Zia announced general amnesty for Baloch and army withdrawal 
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from Balochistan and situation became calm cool.  The fourth insurgency of Baloch 

nationalist ended after the rule of Bhutto.  

Current insurgency: 

The current insurgency in Balochistan upraised when mega projects were started in the 

province without the concerned of Baloch nationalist. Such as Gawader Sear port, Saindak 

projects and costal high way from Gawader to Karachi, The construction of garrisons in 

Kohalo, Dera Bugti and southern areas of Balochistan became the reasons of the anger of 

Baloch Nationalists.  

It became more curious when Young lady doctor insulted (raped) by group so soldiers on 

January 2
nd

 2005 in the hospital at Sui (Frederic, 2006, p 3). Baloch demanded to punish the 

culprits but government did not take any serious actions. So Baloch move against 

government after this incident and insurgency became serious. Government used aircraft and 

bombardment on Dera Bugti in which many innocent people were died
i
. Nawab Akbar Bugti 

went into mountains and he announced a war for the rights of Baloch. He was targeted by 

Pakistan Army and he killed with his comrades in August 2006. (Pakistaniat .com) The death 

of Bugti strength the movement, common Baloch even Sindhis, Pashtoon and democratic 

Punjabis criticized the Mushraf regime. Barhamdagh Bugti, grandson of Nawab Akbar Bugti 

and Balochs Mari continued the fighting.  

Balach led the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA). The organization targeted Army, civil 

officers and Punjabi settlers. The BLA is fighting for independent Balochistan. Marri was 

killed in the attacked on 21
st
 November 2007

ii
. (Dawn.com) 

The fighting between baloch and pak army became so serious after the death of Nawab Bugti 

and Balach  Khan. It is still continuing. The Target killing of Army and civilian officers in 

Balochistan is big problem of the days. The Government offices, Gas pipe lines and even 

breaking of Railway lines were also strategy of Baloch militants. According to HRCP 2011 

reports 140 Baloch nationalist activist were killed from July 2010 to May 2011.( HRCP 

2011)  Baloch Nationalist claimed that it was kidnaped and killed by Pakistan agencies. (Dr. 

Wahid Baloch 2012) . In this regard the case of the president of Baloch National Movement 

Ghulam Mohammad Baloch, and Two other namely Lala Munir and Sher Muhammad were 

picked from the office of Advocate Kachkol Ali on 3
rd

 April 2009 and their bodies were 

found riddle with bullets. (Baloch 2010) 
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As per reported of human rights commission Pakistan more than 140  Baloch political , social 

activist were killed only in 2011.The number of missing persons is more than it. Baloch 

nationalists claim that the number of missing persons in thousands. (www. Baloch voice). 

The new militants Allah Nazar Baloch command the Baloch Liberation Front (BLF) he is 

fighting for the Independent Balochistan. He belongs to lower class family and former 

chairman of Baloch Students Organization (BSO).  

This is new revolt in Baloch politics that member of poor family command the Baloch 

militant organization. As per reports that he was more power full than BLA lead by Marri 

Sardars and Baloch republican Army BRA lead by Bugtis. 

 The current insurgency is different from many aspects from past insurgencies. The present 

insurgencies of Balochistan is covered whole the province from coastal areas to border areas 

of Afghanistan means from South to North. In past the Baloch fighters were limited in the 

areas of some tribes such as in 1977s in Mengal and Marri areas.  

The new entry in Baloch Politics is the active participation of the women. The Baloch 

women are more active in the current political situations of the province. 

Baloch women lead the agitation and demonstration in the province as well as they lead the 

processions in Karachi and Islamabad. The Baloch women also fully participated in hunger 

strikes camps.   

There are so many grievances of Baloch behind the current situations, which are same as in 

past. 

The power sharing is the main grievance of Baloch from the day of its struggle. The 

dominancy of non Baloch in the administration is also the big problem. High level 

bureaucracy especially IG, DIG, DCO, and DPO belongs to Punjab or Karachi in this regard 

Baloch became in inferiority complex. The I G and DIG Police, DCO and DPO mostly are 

non Baloch.  

The exploitation of the resources of Balochistan is the important factor of conflict among the 

Baloch nationalists and ruling elite of Pakistan.  The resources of Balochistan were mostly 

used in the interest of non Balochis. Sui gas described in 1958, but did not supply to the cities 

town of Balochistan till 1986. The lines of Sui gas first reached to the cities of Punjab and 

Sindh. So Balochs are demanding to use the   resources in the interests of Baloch people.  
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There is still big difference in the price of the gas which is given to Balochistan and other 

parts of the country. Such Gas  

“Balochistan was getting merely Rs22 per MMBTU while Sindh was getting Rs126 per 

MMBTU and Punjab Rs180 per MMBTU for some of its wells”. (Syed Fazl-e-Haider 

Dawn .com) 

So there is the important demand of the people of Balochistan to increase the gas rate equal 

to Sindh and Punjab.  

This time the main reason of the current insurgency is Gawader port also.  The People of 

Balochistan many times hold strike against the establishment of Gawader port. It is claimed 

of the Baloch nationalists the Gawadwer project is project of the settlement of the non 

Balochs.  

Balochistan is a gateway the cockpit of big powers, intrigues since the last quarter of the 

previous century. With the prevailing conditions in Iran, Afghanistan and Persian Gulf. It has 

become the hot bed of rivalries and conflict between super powers. (Shah, 2008, p 51) so it is 

possible that foreign powers involved in Balochistan  

The external factors are playing major role in Baloch politics. In the past Pakistani 

government was blaming on USSR, India and Afghanistan to supporting the Baloch 

nationalists. The said country trying to use it against the integrity of the country and serves 

their vested interests. Especially India used it in the reaction of Kashmir. Afghanistan also 

helps India in this regard. During the cold war it was the strategy of USSR to reach on harm 

water 

In the current scenario Pakistani government and politicians are blaming on USA to 

supporting the Baloch militants. “The strategic position of Balochistan is unique in the 

world. It is gateway to south Asia, Middle East and Central Asia. It is rich in mineral and 

natural resources. It has seven hundred KM coastal water rich with sea resources and only 

second to California”
iii

.(Shah, 2008 ,p 146)  The importance of Balochistan is clear from the 

above fact; in this regard the super powers and regional powers are trying to enhance their 

influence. The interest of super and regional powers describes separately in following lines. 

 USA was involved in the political seesaw of Pakistan from its independence. When Dr. 

Najeeb occupied the power in Afghanistan in 1979 with the support of Russia and Russian 

army invited by him in 1979 at that time the USA involvement was increased during those 
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days in Pakistan. In this regard USA supported the Zia regime to organize and patronized anti 

Russian forces in Afghanistan and so called holy war was started against Najeeb and Russia. 

This strategy of USA only was to stop the Russian access to warm water. After the ousted of 

Russia from Afghanistan and end of the Najeeb government, ignored the important of 

Pakistan and left Pakistan alone to face the afghan crises. But after the U-turn of the policy of 

Taliban government especially after the 9/11 and American invasion in Afghanistan and 

increasing investment of China especially in Gawader port America increased it attention 

towards Balochistan. In this regard the meetings of USA officials with Baloch leaders are the 

prime example of the interest of USA in Balochistan. Some report also published in the news 

paper that America supported BLA against Iran and China.    

China is most trust worthy friend of Pakistan. It was proved from the history. When and 

where Pakistan was in difficult position China supported and help Pakistan on economic c 

political and even military aspects.  Now china emerged in the world as an economic power 

of the world in this regard Chinese investment in Pakistan.  Many projects also continued in 

Pakistan with the support of China. Gawader port is the main and important project is one of 

them. China also worked on mines of Copper and Gold in Balochistan.  

 

 Afghanistan is the side of Russia and India so the policies of Afghan governments were not 

in the interest of Pakistan. Afghani supported Pashtoon for Pashtoonistan and also supported 

Baloch against the Pakistan. In 1970s many Baloch absconder were migrated to Afghanistan 

and Afghan government facilitate to them. At this time it is also reported by Pakistani 

intelligence agencies that Barhamdagh Bughti and other militant also facilitate by Karzai 

government. Due to such reporting Pakistan is blaming on Karazai government for the help 

and support of Baloch militant.  

India is an old enemy of Pakistan three wars has been fighting between India and Pakistan. 

Due to Kashmir problem it is prime strategy of India to stabilize the Pakistan on any corner 

in this regard India supported the anti Pakistan Baloch nationalist. The increasing Chinese 

influence in Pakistan especially in Balochistan is also not in accepted to India so India also 

trying to reduce the influence of China in Balochistan.  
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The Russian involvement Balochistan was started from those days when there was no map of 

Pakistan on world. It was the old interest and strategy of Russia to access on water and 

Balochistan is only way for Russia to reach on warm water. The invasion of Russia on 

Afghanistan was the part of this strategy. In the connection of this strategy Russia is 

supporting Baloch nationalist. The American strength is also not in the interest of Russia 

therefore it is the strategy of Russia to strength its influence in the land of Balochistan. 

Pakistan played the important role as allied of USA. So it is the strategy of Russia to 

destabilize the Pakistan.  

UAE is not against the Pakistan but state interest is prime than any one.  The development of 

Gawader project is not in the economic interest for the UAE, because GAWDER port is more 

attractive than Dubai. In this regard UAE also not in the favour that Gawdaer would be 

established as economic hub of the region.  So UAE is also doing game to create the 

hindrance in the development of Gawader project.  

Conclusion:  

It is clear from the study of Baloch nationalist movement that Baloch problem 

not the problem of today but it was started when Pakistan Army controlled the 

Kalat state in 1948. 

The struggle of Baloch for autonomy of Balochistan and their rights was 

continued till yet. Some time it was salient and some time it was more serious. The present 

uprising is more serious than the past, so there is a need of time address it accordingly.  

As per study the basic responsibility of the state to come forward address the 

real demands of Baloch people.  

In this regard following demands are quickly solved  

1. To release all the political workers and leaders  

2. All the missing persons should be present in the court  

3. The cases against the Baloch leadership  would be withdrawn  

4. Stop the operation of Army and para army forces  

5.  The control of natural resources should be give under the Balochistan 

government  

6. The control of Gawader port and other projects will be given to 

Balochistan government 
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7. Discourge the migration of the people of other provinces towards 

Balochistan   

Baloch militants surrender their arms and became the part of political power and 

play the role for the development of Baloch people and Balochistan.  
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